Study objective-The aim ofthe study was to examine a cohort of cases of childhood cancer occurring in a defined geographical area to try to identify clustering and possible causative factors.
During the last twenty five years, there have been sporadic published reports of cases of childhood leukaemia occurring in clusters. The mathematical bases of these reports have sometimes been inadequate but the difficulty of detecting clustering in a disease which is so rare that it can never produce a genuine epidemic should not be underestimated. The fact that the debate has continued for so long suggests that clustering, if it occurs at all, must be a weak effect which-is difficult to detect against the background "noise". Renewed interest in the topic, following suggests that clusters may occur in the vicinity of nuclear establishments, '4 There were no results of significance in group 1 but in group 2 there appeared to be a significant absence of infections amongst children involved in the special pairs (table VI, p=0-01 for 33 children in close pairs). There was no comparable effect among the records of 46 children who were not members of special pairs and no results of significance when the intervals 0-1, 2-3 and 4 or more years before onset were analysed separately.
Discussion
Results of the first part of the present study were roughly in line with those of other investigations carried out at about the same time, ie, there 
